ILLOGAN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held at the Penwartha Hall on Wednesday, 26th January 2011
PRESENT:  Councillors D Ekinsmyth (Chairman), R. L. Benney (Vice Chairman), 
R.J. Bentley, G D Ford, Ms V.R. Cadby , J.V. Mayne, T.E Wilkins (Cornwall Councillor), S.A Richardson, P. Holmes, Mrs V. Poole, D.W. Davies, I Yates. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs A. Kendall (Locum-Clerk), 2 members of the public, the press & police.

FC11/01/1
CHAIRMAN'S WELCOME & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The Chairman welcomed all present. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr S.R.S Szoka.
FC11/01/2
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS



Councillors declared they had no interests in respect of Agenda Items.
FC11/01/3
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION



Members of the public had no issues to raise.
FC11/01/4
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Chairman explained no minutes were available, due to clerk sickness. These will be dealt with at the next meeting.
FC11/01/5
FINANCE
Proposal the reports be received and the payments to date be ratified for cheques numbered 166-179 inclusive, cheque number 180 be paid and that the required transfer be affected, seconded, carried.

The above was duly resolved.
FC11/01/6
REPORTS
a. Chairman
The Chairman explained to members that the Parish Council had been operating for some weeks now without a clerk; she has been signed-off and instructed not to carry out ant functions of the Council. Fortunately over the Christmas period is has been relatively quiet. The Chairman is going to try and reduce the number of Committee Meetings and hopes members will support him in that decision. 
2 planning applications have been dealt with; an extension to Primrose Farm replacing the garage which is in the same footprint and a small extension at Bosvean Gardens. This was carried out using the Emergency Power of Arrangement for urgent items.
Councillor Holmes raised concerns regarding the rights of the public to comment.

Written report circulated to all members with the agenda on Illogan Green Ripple. The cheque is still outstanding but the money is guaranteed.

Proposal Councillor Holmes to note the report, seconded Councillor Ford, carried.
Resolved that the report be noted.
b. POLICE
Written report circulated to all members and explained in full.

Councillor Ford was shocked by a headline he had read in the Western Morning News stating Illogan has the worst crime rate in Cornwall, although the article was actually describing Carne Brea.

Councillor Holmes queried whether one person had committed more than one crime, therefore raising the crime figure, this was not the case. A request was put forward to receive the number of convictions; police policy is to provide the number of crimes committed.

c. REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES
No reports.

d. CORNWALL COUNCILLOR REPORT
Councillor T.E. Wilkins reported discussions were still ongoing within one of his many scrutiny panels with regard to weekly or fortnightly waste collections which will include food waste. There is lively debate over this issue but a decision must be made before the next Cabinet meets. Trying to bring Cornwall into line under one contractor for waste is a massive task.

Monday 24th January Councillor Wilkins was in an all day meeting on the Parking Policy Advisory Panel after the previous Cabinet meeting threw out their recommendations. They are being asked to bring in £13million from car parking; he made his feelings known by stating car parks should not be looked at as a cash cow. After much deliberation they are sill £3million short of the target which they will have to find or other services will be cut.
On the Parish front quite a few complaints have been received with regard to the epidemic of dog fouling. Apart from being unhygienic it is also extremely dangerous to young children. Councillor Wilkins has spoken to the team leader of the dog wardens and devised a letter which is being delivered in the areas where dog fouling is more prevalent.

The Christmas lights at the Robartes Arms and the New Inn at Park Bottom went off very well despite a couple of hiccups.

Councillor Wilkins was disappointed the only Parish Councillors to attend both evenings were himself, the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Councillor Ford.

Councillor Yates stated he was part of the crowd, other Councillors had forwarded their apologies but these hadn’t been passed on.
FC11/01/7
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Chair of Planning, Councillor J.V. Mayne explained the planning applications.

PA10/8221- Conversion of building to dwelling, Ferndale Flower Farm, Illogan Churchtown, Illogan-Mr C Simmonds.
Proposal by Councillor Mayne, application is supported on the proviso:

1. Section 106 agreement is put in place tying the development to the whole of the site.

2. Would object to any other development due to the quality of land (grade 2 which is protected by National Policy) and the length of time the business has been established.

     Seconded Councillor Bentley, carried.

The above was duly resolved.

PA11/00029- Contruction of two storey side extension and associated works, Longfields, Bridge Hill, Illogan- Mr S Sired and Mrs H Steel.
Proposal by Councillor Holmes to support the proposal, seconded Councillor Ford, unanimous.

It was resolved to support this application.

Councillor Wilkins, as Cornwall Councillor, did not vote on the above applications.

FC11/01/8
TO RECEIVE REPORT CONCERNING PARISH OFFICE
Written report circulated to all members. Chairman went into more detail and outlined various options. Landlords have given 6 months notice to leave the current office. Discussion took place regarding various options.
Proposal to pass to Parish Office Sub- Committee, seconded, carried.

It was resolved to pass over to the Parish Office Sub-Committee.
FC11/01/9
TO CONSIDER A POST OF A TEMPORARY MINUTE SECRETARY
To resolve that under the 1960 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, the Council resolves to exclude the press and the public due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
Chairman reported that both the short term and long term situation needs to be considered. Clerk is not expected back until at least mid February, although it could be longer. Councillors were instructed not to contact the clerk on Council business.

Bryan Whyte is currently the temporary R.F.O. 

Discussion regarding employing an Assistant Clerk, and training the person so when the present clerk retires hopefully it will be an easy transition. 
Proposal by Councillor Yates the Chairman undertakes to employ someone on a temporary basis to take the minutes until an Assistant Clerk is employed, and Finance and Staffing Committee meet and bring a recommendation to February Meeting,  seconded Councillor Mayne, carried.

The above was duly resolved.

Proposal by Councillor Benney, the Chairman is formally nominated to carryout functions of the Council, seconded Councillor Holmes, carried.

It was resolved the Chairman, Councillor Ekinsmyth, is formally nominated to carry out the functions of the Council.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

Councillors were reminded the next Ordinary Meeting of the Council is 16th February 2011

Dated

Signed:
126

