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If you want to get more involved with the woodland, please come along to a Friends of Maningham Wood meeting on the first Monday of every month at a village venue soon to be confirmed – all are welcome! 


Call Alison Forward on 07880 948791 for more information.
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Hazel flower





Expect to see many familiar garden birds foraging for food in the woodland at this time of the year as they get ready for the nesting season.  This begins with the increasing day length, usually by the end of this month. We will be putting some new nestboxes this year (made by Redruth scouts as part of their woodworking badge), so look out for birds visiting these later in the month.
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In Maningham Wood you will see or hear lots of robins and blackbirds scampering around in the fallen leaves under the bushes for worms and small invertebrates; and there are both blue tits and great tits looking for spiders and crawling insects up in the trees.


Also, look out for less common birds such as the brightly-coloured nuthatch, the tree-creeper, blackcap and coal tit and listen out for the knocking of the great-spotted woodpecker too. 
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Some birds have already started to sing.  Song thrushes proclaim their territory very melodiously from high up in the trees, and on the sunnier days a great tit may sing its repetitive "tea-cher, tea-cher" song. (You can learn more bird song at the Dawn Chorus event in May)





On the trees you can spot the hazel catkins opening out into golden tassels in order to release their pollen to the wind.  The female part, 


which catches the wind-borne 


pollen, consists of a tiny cone 


of red stigmas, so try to spot 


them on the lower branches too.  








Fungus is a lot easier to see at this time of the year before the leaf canopy returns.


Candle-snuff fungus is common on dead wood and has the appearance of a burnt match - half black, half white. Dozens of these small ‘matches’ can be seen growing together amongst the moss on dead tree stumps, especially near the memorial seat. 
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This year there is also plenty of bracket fungus growing on the rotting tree stumps as the decomposition of this wood is now well pronounced.  Watch out for all the “decomposers” (wood digesting invertebrates such as woodlice, beetle larvae, slugs and snails) as the wood rots away from the action of the fungal hyphae. 





ILLOGAN NATURE TRAIL IS COMING SOON!


Watch out for various information boards going up around the wood in the next couple of months.


These form part of the new nature trail going through the wood and churchyard which is designed to show off some of our wonderful wildlife and the various habitats we have in the village.





IF YOU CAN HELP US DIG HOLES AND ERECT THESE WOODEN SIGNS, please come along on February 1st or 15th at 11am.





















































HOW TO HELP THE WOODS


If you would like to get involved in future community action days, please join us in the Robartes Arms on the first Monday of every month at 7pm to decide what needs doing. Otherwise you can contact Alison Forward from the Friends of Maningham Wood on 07880 948791.





Come on – get involved!
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